68                THE QUAKER COLONIES

The five commissioners with Thomas Lloyd at
their head seem to have governed without seriously
troublesome incidents for the short term of two
years during which they were in power. But in
1687 Thomas Lloyd, becoming weary of directing
them, asked to be relieved and is supposed to have
advised Penn to appoint a single executive instead
of commissioners. Penn accordingly appointed
Captain John Blackwell, formerly an officer in
Cromwell's army. Blackwell was not a Quaker
but a "grave, sober, wise man/' as Penn wrote to
a friend, who would "bear down with a visible
authority vice and faction." It was hoped that
he would vigorously check all irregularities and
bring Penn better returns from quitrents and
sales of land.

But this new governor clashed almost at once
with the Assembly, tried to make them pass a
militia law, suggested that the province's trade
to foreign countries was illegal, persecuted and
arrested members of the Assembly, refused to
submit new laws to it, and irritated the people by
suggesting the invalidity of their favorite laws,
The Quaker Assembly withstood and resisted him
until they wore him out. After a year and one
month in office he resigned at Penn's request or,